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Education Week 2003
Geoff Hogan

At a recent gathering of my extended family I was talking, as I frequently do, about the good things that happen in schools – particularly government schools and at Macquarie. I also mentioned that Education Week was coming up.
Last night before I went home, I checked my emails and I had one from my niece who works as the personal assistant for a senior executive in a multinational company. She has also worked in a similar position for the same company overseas.
She said she had remembered what I was saying about the value of education and the tolerance and wealth (sometimes called social capital) that schools, like Macquarie, develop every day – year in and year out. 
She came across an article and sent it to me to keep me energised and to encourage me to keep up the good work. I will mention some of the points made in the article.
100 PEOPLE
If we could shrink the Earth's population into a village of exactly 100 people, with all the existing human ratios remaining the same, it would look something like the following:
There would be
· 57 people with an Asian background
· 21 with a European background
· 8 with an African background
· 14 would have come from the Western Hemisphere, both north and south

· 52 would be female

· 48 would be male

· 6 people would possess 59% of the entire village’s wealth
· 80 would live in substandard housing

· 70 would be unable to read

· 50 would suffer from malnutrition

· 1 would be near death

· 1 would have a university education and

· 1 would own a computer.
When one considers our world from such a compressed perspective, the need for acceptance, understanding, tolerance and the things that education does become glaringly apparent.

It may also be of value to ponder the following:
1. 
If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, then you are more blessed than the million who will not survive this week.
2.
If you have never experienced
· the danger of battle 

· the loneliness and indignity of imprisonment or forced detention 

· the agony of torture or 

· the pangs of starvation


then you are ahead of 500 million people in the world.
3. 
If you can attend 

· a church 

· a mosque
· a temple 

· a synagogue 

· some other place of worship 
· or choose not to attend a place of worship 
without fear of 

· harassment 

· arrest 

· torture or 

· death

then you are more blessed than three billion people in the world.
4.
If you have 

· food in the refrigerator 

· clothes on your back 

· a roof overhead and 

· a place to sleep 


then you are richer than 75% of this world.
5.
If you can read this message, as I did last night:
· You are more blessed than over two billion people in the world that cannot read at all 

· And twice blessed in that someone was thinking of you and shared it with you.
I haven’t checked the facts but the message is powerful: 
Even when 

· we are having a difficult day 

· have an assignment overdue, or 

· are being criticised for lateness or absenteeism
just remember the extraordinarily powerful and successful enterprise you are engaged in at this school.

We are all 

· being educated and building greater understanding 

· rolling back ignorance and intolerance, and

· working to create a better, fairer and more just world. 

Great goals. A great mission. A vision I commend to all of you.

I would like to thank and acknowledge the many people in this school community – staff, students and parents – who share this vision and work towards these goals. 

I would also like to thank the people who have assisted in preparing this assembly today. 

I hope that you gain something from today’s assembly and Thursday’s presentations.
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