Presentation Night 2015
Chris Presland

I acknowledge and appreciate that we meet on the traditional land of the Dharruk people, and I pay my respects to elders past and present, and I extend that acknowledgement to any Indigenous people in the audience today.

Good evening and welcome. It’s wonderful to see so many members of our community here to celebrate and recognise the academic, sporting and citizenship achievements of our wonderfully talented students. I would like to both welcome and acknowledge our special guests [list of names, positions and links to the school].
As you can gather from that array of dignitaries, the St Clair High School Annual Presentation Night is a marquee event in this community. 

Our Presentation Ceremony is a celebration of the work done at various levels throughout the year, both at the individual and whole-school level. It is in one sense just a point in time, but in another it is the culmination of sustained hard work and talent.

During the course of the year we hold many events that recognise the array of student achievements and contributions to our community. They are all enjoyable and important events, but ultimately it is this event when we stand back and congratulate the highest award winners in our school. 

To the students about to receive awards, congratulations and well done. Understand that the recognition you are receiving is valuable. It is an acknowledgement of your steps along the way – but don’t stop at that. Focus upon the next step and push hard towards it. We talk a lot at St Clair High School about ‘Personal Best’, but understand that ‘Personal Best’ means that no matter what you have achieved today, achieve even more tomorrow.
The same challenge exists for our school as a whole. How do we continue to get better at what we do? St Clair High School is a great school and has a long and proud tradition of academic excellence, sporting and community contributions, wonderful teaching and outstanding innovative leadership over many, many years. But the concept of Personal Best dictates that no matter what the school has achieved in the past, it has the potential to achieve even more in the future, and that remains our ongoing challenge.
The range of awards to be presented tonight will give you a sense of the breadth of what this school provides and the achievements of our students in 2015.
This Presentation Ceremony is a recognition of excellence. It is our chance to acknowledge people for their success. To the parents in particular I do ask that you remain here throughout the ceremony and in so doing honour every student, not just your own child. We have many awards to present, but whoever receives the very last award tonight in a couple of hours time deserves to receive the same acknowledgement as those who receive their awards at the start. I guess the best way for each of you to understand that would be to imagine your child as the last person to receive an award...
To the teaching and administration staff, and especially the school executive team, I thank you sincerely for your amazing dedication throughout 2015 and ask only this of each of you – which we also ask of our students – that you continue to deliver your personal best throughout 2016. This school has a long history of tremendous innovation and service to our community, and I have every expectation that tradition will continue for many years to come.
To our new School Captains, Vice Captains and student representatives I look forward to our working together in 2016 and thank you for your efforts this year. I would also like to pay special tribute to our outgoing Captains and Vice Captains [names] for the outstanding way they have represented our school throughout the year at many official functions, and in their general leadership of the student body under very challenging circumstances.
To our P&C and our fantastic community supporters and sponsors thank you so much for your continued faith in the work we are doing at this school. To [name] and her team of staff and student helpers, I thank you sincerely for your efforts in coordinating tonight’s celebration. Your efforts have been the epitome of ‘quality’ and the result of those efforts will be appreciated by all this evening.
One of the sad things that occur at the end of the year is that, for a range of reasons, people move on from one school to another. Sometimes that’s the result of a well-deserved promotion, or occasionally it’s a transfer related to family life or personal reasons. 
This year we have several staff who will be taking up new positions [list of names and new positions].
We wish all of these people every happiness in their future endeavours and thank them for their contribution to our school.
Finally in terms of their work in 2015 I would like to thank and congratulate my Co-Principal [name], Deputy Principal [name] and Co-Deputy Principal [name] for their energy and professionalism. A senior executive role in a school is somewhat paradoxical in that it involves a high level of intrinsic reward and satisfaction, and yet also involves enormous stress and pressure. Each of the people I have just mentioned has consistently risen to these challenges and has demonstrated unfailing professionalism and intelligence.
As you will all gather from the array of awards about to be presented it has been another great year for St Clair High School. We look forward with great anticipation to 2016 and working with you in a school that remains intensely focused on providing the best possible learning environment for every student.
I wish you all a safe and happy festive season and look forward to us all pushing on even more successfully next year. Thank you.
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