Year 12 Graduation 2015

Chris Presland
I acknowledge and appreciate that we meet on the traditional land of the Dharruk people and pay my respects to elders past and present, and extend that to any ATSI people in the audience today.
Welcome to all of you – teachers, parents, other family members, friends of family, community supporters, Member of Parliament [name], School Captains [names] and most importantly, the graduating Class of 2015. These students are now just weeks away from completing their Higher School Certificate examinations, and in so doing, bringing to a close 13 years of schooling. 
The majority of these students began Kindergarten in 2003 as fresh faced, nervous young children, and now graduate as an outstanding group of young men and women whose dedication and persistence have seen them go on to complete their high school education, which will stand them in good stead in their studies beyond school. You should have no doubts in any way that this is an outstanding group of young men and women.
The passing of time is a fascinating thing. In some respects it goes by in a flash and yet in others, it seems like many chapters have unfolded. To the parents here tonight, it may seem like only yesterday that your son or daughter was in Kindy. They grow up so fast! I know that – both as a Principal and as a dad.

So, what happened in 2003?

· John Howard was the Prime Minister and Bob Carr was the Premier in NSW
· Brisbane Lions won the AFL Grand Final

· Penrith Panthers won the NRL
· In real football, Perth Glory won the then NSL and Australia defeated England 3-1 in a friendly, led by the then young, magnificent Harry Kewell
· Makybe Diva won the first of its three Melbourne Cups
· Album of the year was Powderfinger’s Vulture Street
· ‘Lord of the Rings Part 3’ and ‘Finding Nemo’ were the big box office hits
· Facebook hadn’t even started, nor had Twitter, Bebo or Instagram – and phone apps hadn’t even been thought of!
Wow, such a long time ago, and yet …

For me personally, this is a group that is very special. Many of you know that my own son is in Year 12 and so I have often tracked his progress with those students here tonight. I’ve looked at them as both a Principal and a parent, and in some cases as an opposing coach!

I’ve enjoyed our time together – they are a special group of young adults and I mean it when I say I will miss them very much.
I am confident that St Clair High School has played its part in providing the opportunities for every one of these students here today to achieve their goals and to carry to the future a message of hope, and a capacity to build an even better society than the one we have helped to create to this point in time.
You began high school as children, but you're leaving here as adults. You've completed a basic education that will serve as the platform you use to launch yourselves into your future. Some of you will go on to University or TAFE, others will go straight into the work force, but each of you will travel your own path.

No matter where you go or what you do, there are challenges ahead of you. What I'm asking from each of you, and from myself for that matter, is to meet those challenges straight on with your head held high and your heart wide open. It's not enough to simply try to get by in life. That doesn't move the world forward. You must try to excel in everything you do – strive for excellence in every task, large or small – live out our school’s ethos of Personal Best every day of your life.

Although it may not be easy to see, every accomplishment you achieve is added to the world's accomplishments. Your individual successes benefit society as a whole because when you succeed, you lighten the burden on your neighbour. When you succeed, you are in a position to give rather than take.

Year 12, yours is the future and on you the world will come to depend.
I hope your years ahead continue to be characterized by empathy, compassion, objectivity and a willingness to take risks.
I hope you always lead by example and work hard and play hard – both with integrity.
I hope your successes will be many and your tribulations few and far between.
We wish you everything that you so richly deserve in the years ahead – it has been an honour and a privilege watching your progress and success!
On an occasion like this I would like to thank the staff responsible for helping you along the way. No matter how much they may have pressured you at various times, believe me when I say that every teacher has a special place in their heart for each Year 12 class they teach. The Year 12 Graduation and associated events is a time when the teachers step back, take a breath and reflect upon the impact they have hopefully had upon the lives of each of you. Similarly to each of the parents here today – well done – you made it!
I am highly appreciative of the effort your teachers have made in preparing you for the upcoming HSC examinations and I sincerely thank each one of them for that effort. Good schools are important, good Principals are important as are good executive staff, but there is nothing more important than a dedicated, high quality teacher and our school is indeed fortunate to have so many who have put in every possible effort to assist you along the way.
I would like to make special mention of our outgoing School Captains [names], and our Vice Captains [names]. I am delighted to say that they have done an absolutely fantastic job. On behalf of the whole school I thank them for their efforts and wish them every success for the future.
It gives me great pleasure to announce that our new School Captains are [names], and our Vice Captains are [names]. This is a great honour for them and I am confident that they will be outstanding ambassadors for our school.

I would now like to call upon [names of outgoing Captains] to assist in the induction of the incoming Captains and Vice Captains by presenting them with their badges. 
I would now like to invite the new student leaders to read the Captains’ and Vice Captains’ pledge.

In closing I would like to acknowledge and thank the staff involved in putting together today’s ceremony – this includes a team of both teachers and administrative staff [names]. 
Finally, I would like to publicly acknowledge and thank your Deputy Principal and our Co-Principal [name], your Co-Deputy [name] and your Year Adviser [name] and Assistant Year Advise [name] for the wonderful effort they have made on your behalf throughout the year and particularly in terms of today’s graduation ceremony and tomorrow evening’s formal. Tonight is also a special night for your Year Adviser [name] who will, in a few weeks’ time, be taking up a position as Head Teacher Science at XX High School. We wish her all the best for the future.
Year 12, I am incredibly proud of you and on behalf of all of our teaching and administrative staff at St Clair High School I wish you the very best for your future endeavours.    
Thank You.
Contributor details

Chris Presland PSM (Phone 0414 986 514 or Email cpreslan@bigpond.net.au )
[image: image1.jpg]



Chris was Principal Airds High School (January 2001–December 2005), Principal Liaison Officer State Office (January 2006–November 2008) and Principal St Clair High School (November 2008–2019). He was an elected SPC Executive Member 2007–2013, SPC Deputy President 2013–2016 and SPC President 2016–2019. Once retired Chris will continue to serve the SPC, working primarily in the area of professional learning for Principals.
